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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
TARRANT COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE 

HELD IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS, ON THE 
24TH DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1949, AT 9s 30 A.M. 

The c a l l of the r o l l d i s c l o s e d the presence or absence of 

D i r e c t o r s as follows? 

PRESENT ABSENT 

Joe B. Hogsett Gaylord J . Stone 
Houston H i l l 
Dan H. P r i e s t 
W. L. P i e r 

A l s o present were Sidney L. Samuels, General Attorney, and C. L. 

M c l a i r , General Manager. 

D i r e c t o r Hogsett acted i n h i s c a p a c i t y as P r e s i d e n t , and 

D i r e c t o r P r i e s t acted i n h i s c a p a c i t y as Secretary, whereupon pro­

ceedings were had and done as follows? 

1. 

The D i r e c t o r s had p r e v i o u s l y r e c e i v e d copies o f a Meeting 

h e l d on February 23, 1949> at 1:30 P.M. Having found no o b j e c t i o n s 

t h e r e t o , i t was ordered t h a t they be approved, signed and placed of 

r e c o r d . 

2. 

Inasmuch as t h i s meeting was p a r t i c u l a r l y h e l d to consider 

ways and means f o r r e c l a i m i n g from the F e d e r a l Government the t r a c t 

o f l a n d belonging to the D i s t r i c t , the use of which was granted t o 

the Naval Department of the Uni t e d States Government during the 

pe r i o d of the war between the United States on the one hand, and 

Germany and Japan on the other, and inasmuch as the Board was to 

confer regarding such matter w i t h c e r t a i n Naval O f f i c i a l s from the 
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E i g h t h Naval D i s t r i c t at New Orleans, Louisana-, who had p r e v i o u s l y 

communicated w i t h the Board f o r the purpose of meeting the Board i n 

conference on that subject, and inasmuch as the Naval O f f i c i a l s so 

t o meet the Board had been detained enroute to F o r t Worth because o f 

weather c o n d i t i o n s , the meeting was recessed from t h i s hour (9? 30 a.m.) 

t o 12?00 noon of t h i s day, t o enable such o f f i c i a l s from New Orleans 

t o be present. I t was, t h e r e f o r e , ordered that t h i s meeting be sus­

pended and t h a t the session be resumed at 12s00 o ! c l o c k Noon t h i s 

date. A l l members v o t i n g aaye" thereon. 

3. 

At 128 00 o 1 c l o c k Noon, the Board reassembled at I t s o f f i c e , 

and then and there were presented to the Board the f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s 

o f the E i g h t h Naval D i s t r i c t of New Orleans, who were to meet the 

Board i n accordance m t h a p r i o r understanding hereinabove mentioned. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , there came before the Board the f o l l o w i n g gentlemen, 

r e p r e s e n t i n g the Naval Department of the U n i t e d S t a t e s , as f o l l o w s , 

t o - w i t : Captain W. B. Howard, D i s t r i c t P u b l i c Works O f f i c e r , o f the 

E i g h t h Naval D i s t r i c t , New Orleans, Louisana; Captain W. s. H a r r i s , 

from the same D i s t r i c t ; Lieutenant Commander R. B. Choate from the 

sam'e Naval D i s t r i c t ; and Mr. H. L. H e f l i n , Real E s t a t e Appraiser 

from the same Naval D i s t r i c t . There als o appeared before the Board 

Lieutenant C o l o n e l John F. B. Lyons, ^av. Texas N a t i o n a l Guard, 

A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r , Eagle Mountain Lake, Newark, Texas. A f t e r the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the Naval O f f i c e r s had taken p l a c e , the proceedings 

were begun by a statement, or r e c i t a t i o n , by the P r e s i d e n t of t h i s 

D i s t r i c t , wherein the P r e s i d e n t r e l a t e d the surrounding circumstances 

under which the grant (so c a l l e d I n the proceedings i n the United 

S t a t e s D i s t r i c t Court at F o r t Worth i n Cause 432 C i v i l on the Docket 
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o f the Court) was made by t h i s D i s t r i e t on the 9th day of ̂ u l y , 

1943, f o r the use of the Tract No. 16, to the Naval Department of 

the F e d e r a l Government f o r and during the p e r i o d of the war. The 

Pr e s i d e n t f u r t h e r r e c i t e d t h a t i n keeping w i t h the understanding 

between the D i s t r i c t and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the Un i t e d States 

Government when n e g o t i a t i o n s were i n i t i a l l y begun by the Federal 

Government f o r the use of s a i d premises, such t r a c t , when the war 

had ceased, should be surrendered to .the D i s t r i c t and the D i s t r i c t 

r e - i n v e s t e d w i t h the f u l l possession o f s a i d t r a e t and the uncluuded 

ownership the r e o f . 

Having made t h i s p r e f a t o r y r e c i t a l . Captain Howard, as 

the spokesman f o r the v i s i t i n g d e l e g a t i o n from the Eig h t h Naval 

D i s t r i c t , was I n v i t e d to s t a t e what the Fe d e r a l Government proposed 

t o do i n respect to surrendering back to the D i s t r i c t the use, the 

possession and the f u l l ownership of a l l s a i d premises* Captain 

Howard was al s o reminded of the f a c t that orders had i s s u e d from 

the Naval Department of the Government, under which the property 

was to be re s t o r e d to the D i s t r i c t and that i n such orders i t was 

sought to have t h i s D i s t r i c t l e a s e to the Fede r a l Government so 

much of s a i d t r a c t as would enable the Fe d e r a l Government t o r e ­

t a i n the improvements placed thereon by the Fe d e r a l Government 

and s u f f i c i e n t of such lands upon which s a i d improvements e x i s t e d 

t o give to the Federal Government Ingress to and' egress from such 

property. Captain Howard' and h i s a s s i s t a n t s were also reminded 

t h a t at the express request of the Naval A u t h o r i t i e s , a l e a s e i n 

w r i t i n g had been drawn up i n which .the D i s t r i c t was Lessor and the 

Fed e r a l Government was Lessee, which l e a s e contract be:a-ringvthe 
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signature o f the D i s t r i c t , was then t r a n s m i t t e d i n March of 194-8 to 

the E i g h t h 1 a v a l D i s t r i c t i n Mew Orleans, which i n t u r n was to be 

t r a n s m i t t e d by the o f f i c e r s of such nava l d i s t r i c t t o the Washington 

a u t h o r i t i e s * Continuing, the Pre s i d e n t a l s o c a l l e d to the a t t e n t i o n 

o f Captain Howard and h i s a s s o c i a t e s , that no acknoirledgment had been 

made by the Washington A u t h o r i t i e s on the r e c e i p t of the l e a s e , nor 

any o b j e c t i o n s were i n t e r p o s e d t h e r e t o by such a u t h o r i t i e s , but the 

D i s t r i c t was t r e a t M w i t h e n t i r e s i l e n c e on the p a r t o f the 1 av a l 

Department; and, uhder the circumstances, the Board of D i r e c t o r s 

e n t e r t a i n e d the f e e l i n g t h a t i t had been f l o u t e d by Washington, and, 

meanwhile, the property had been h e l d by the Government notwithstanding 

the f a c t th|it the ware had l o n g s i n c e ceased t o e x i s t • 

I n r e p l y Captain Howard sought to excuse the a c t i o n , or 

r a t h e r , the i n a c t i o n , o f the Federal A u t h o r i t i e s by s t a t i n g t h a t l e g a l 

o b j e c t i o n s had been o f f e r e d i n Washington to the signature on the 

p a r t o f the Government to the proposed l e a s e , and t h a t t h i s , doubt­

l e s s , accoimted f o r the u t t e r f a i l u r e of the Fede r a l Government t o 

answer or to make comment concerning the r e c e i p t of the l e a s e or the 

contents t h e r e o f . Moreover, i t was the contention of Captain Howard, 

speaking f o r h i s superiors o f the l a v a l Department of the, Cove rnment, 

t h a t the re l e a s e of such property from the use of the Government was 

dependent e n t i r e l y on the w i l l o f the Secretary of the Navy, and t h a t 

as yet the Secretary of the l a v y had not s i g n i f i e d t h a t the Government 

was w i l l i n g t o r e l e a s e the property t o the D i s t r i c t , and t h e r e f o r e , 

there was wanting the acquiescence, or rather the a c t i o n o f the Sec­

r e t a r y of the Navy, before the D i s t r i c t could c l a i m t h a t l e g a l l y the 

Government was under o b l i g a t i o n t o surrender the premises t o the D i s ­

t r i c t . 
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At t h i s j u n c t u r e , the P r e s i d e n t of the Board, and the 

D i r e c t o r s , thereof, i n q u i r e d of the General Counsel, Sidney L. 

Samuels, as t o the l e g a l phases of that s i t u a t i o n , and the s a i d 

Sidney L. Samuels, gave i t as h i s o p i n i o n t h a t i f any such p r o v i s i o n 

e x i s t e d i n the c o u r t s Decree, i t would amount to a c o n f i s c a t i o n o f 

t h e D i s t r i c t ' s property, because, under such a c l a i m , a l l r i g h t 

of reposession of the t r a c t by the D i s t r i c t could be w i t h h e l d f o r ­

ever, and t h a t the r e t u r n of the property to the D i s t r i c t would 

depend upon the s t a t e of mind, or the a r b i t r a r y e x e r c i s e of power 

by the S e c r e t a r y of the Navy| t h a t such c l a i m of power was f o r ­

bidden under the Federal C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

D i s c u s s i o n then ensued betireen Captain Howard and h i s 

a s s i s t a n t s before the members of the Beard, and during the progress 

o f t h i s dlsc.assion. Captain Howard was once again reminded tha t when 

the Federal Government took possession of the property i t , the 

F e d e r a l Government, destroyed, moved away and appropriated improve­

ments on the premises of the D i s t r i c t without making compensation 

o f any k i n d whatsoever to the D i s t r i c t , and t h a t the D i s t r i c t , 

under the circumstances, p r o p e r l y conceived i t s e l f to be i n j u r e d 

and mistreated. 

Counsel f o r the D i s t r i c t at t h i s p o i n t , i n q u i r e d of 

Captain Howard i f h i s p o s i t i o n closed the door to f u r t h e r n e g o t i a ­

t i o n s , and i f the p o s i t i o n taken by the f e d e r a l Government was 

i r r e v o c a b l e . Captain Howard answered i n the negative, that i s to 

say, that n e g o t i a t i o n s were not c l o s e d , but on the other hand, 

inasmuch, as a p r o p o s i t i o n of l e a s e had been submitted to the Fed­

e r a l Government i n March, 194^> and the Govennment was not w i l l i n g 

t o accept the l e a s e as drawn; the he. Captain Howard, y/ould suggest 
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t h a t the D i s t r i c t make a counter p r o p o s i t i o n , and t h a t t h i s counter 

p r o p o s i t i o n should be confined only t o t h a t ' p a r t o f the property i n 

question on which the Federal Government had erected improvements 

embracing approximately ISO acres of l a n d , and t h a t the D i s t r i e t 

t r e a t of t h i s segregation o f the property from the e n t i r e t r a c t and 

i n d i c a t e to the Government i n a w t i t t e n memorandum what ground r m t 

th e D i s t r i e t would charge the Federal Government f o r the use of 

t h a t part of the premises above mentioned; and the other part to be 

u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y r e s t o r e d to the D i s t r i c t , and that such an arrange­

ment should embrace the i d e a of a r e n t a l p e r i o d of approximately 

twenty (20) years, and i n the memorandum t o the Government, tha t 

mention be made of the improvements belonging to the D i s t r i c t which 

had been appropriated, or which had been destroyed by the Fe d e r a l 

Government without compensation to the D i s t r i c t , and the amount o f 

value of the improvements thus appropriated or destroyed. I t was 

f u r t h e r suggested by Captain Howard, that i f such accoiamodation 

should be reached between the D i s t r i c t and the Fe d e r a l Government, 

t h a t the property be surrendered to the D i s t r i c t , by which was meant, 

the e n t i r e t r a c t No, 16, so o r i g i n a l l y allowed to the Government f o r 

i t s use, accompanied as hereinabove s p e c i f i e d f o r an arrangement f o r 

the use of 180 acres t h e r e o f , and t h a t at the end of the new l e a s e ­

h o l d p e r i o d , or ground rent p e r i o d , t h a t the improvements put upon 

the premises by the Fed e r a l Government be t r e a t e d as non-existant. 

I t was then agreed t h a t the D i s t r i c t would prepare a 

memorandum s e t t i n g out the terms upon which the D i s t r i c t would 

consider the question of a l l o w i n g the Government to use the approx-
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i m a t e l y 180 acres; the c o n d i t i o n s under which such use might be 

permitted, and the payment of the ground r e n t a l t h e r e f o r , and 

t h a t when such memorandum had been duly prepared, i n which the 

D i s t r i c t would e n t e r t a i n such an arrangement, i t would be f o r ­

warded to the Eig h t h Naval D i s t r i c t i n New Orleans, Louisana, 

and such Naval D i s t r i c t to forward such memorandum to the Federal 

Government i n Washington f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Thereupon the 

o f f j ^ e r s withdrew,^and the meeting adjourned. 

Presi d e n t 
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